
READING GENIUS HOUR DUE- October 27, 2017 in your Reading Class 
  

Purpose:   This is your opportunity to respond honestly, thoughtfully, creatively, and personally to reading 
selections without the fear of being "wrong."  Your goal is to make meaning out of what you have read in order 
to improve your comprehension and appreciation. Ideally, a dialogue will occur between you and the author 
because you are choosing what you are reading. 

Directions: Choose one type of writing from the box below to complete your first genius hour assignment.  

Below are several reader response strategies, feel free to "mix and match" the strategies, and do not 
merely summarize.  

Final Submission should be a minimum of 1 complete page of a  written response. The appropriate use 
of figurative language to enhance your writing could earn bonus. Your novel title must be the heading 
of your paper with a subheading the writing choice for the assignment. If you choose to type and 
submit on Google docs be sure that it is double spaced with no bigger than 14 size font, 5 bonus 
points will be added to your final grade.  

 

 React / Identify − React to or identify with a character's choice.  What would you have done 
differently?  When has something similar happened to you?  Register those strong feelings!  Include 
what your thoughts are about the character’s choice! 

 Reflect −Contemplate on what you've read and imagine alternatives.  Consider what the author is 
attempting to show you.  Identify significant moments or information in the book and write a different 
situation or a different ending. 

 Question and Question − While reading, on a post-it note, where you have questions of "genuine 
doubt."  After your reading session, write at least two different questions and answer both with 
paragraph answers. Your answers must show thinking and understanding of the text. You should find 
that the best questions you wonder while reading will generate many interesting responses.  

  Creative writing – Create a letter to a character or a diary entry as a character to respond to one of 
the ideas presented in the reading. The writing must be an entire page that utilize textual information 
and reflect the story line. 

 Character Cross -  Write a one page story situation/event as though you are the main character from 
your book. In the one page situation/event your character meets another character from a different 
book that you have read. The writing must reflect each character’s traits as the event unfolds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Writing Rubric  

 5 4 3 1 
Writing  Writing is 

confident and 
clearly focused. It 
holds the reader’s 
attention. Relevant 
details enrich 
writing. 

Writing is 
adequate. It is on 
topic. Details are 
there but lack 
depth.  

Writing does not 
clearly 
communicate 
knowledge. The 
reader is left with 
questions. 

Writing is extremely 
limited in 
communicating 
knowledge, with no 
central theme. 

Voice Writes with 
distinct, unique 
voice/point of 
view. Writing is 
skillfully adapted 
to the audience. 

Voice is evident 
a few times in 
the writing but 
not throughout. 

Writer’s voice/point 
of view is vague 
and/or weak.  

Writer’s voice/point 
of view is not seen.  

Conventions Uses consistent 
agreement 
between parts of 
speech. No errors 
in mechanics. 
Creative and 
effective use of 
spelling strategies.  

A few grammar 
and punctuation 
mistakes.  

Occasional errors 
between parts of 
speech. Many 
errors in 
mechanics. Some 
evidence of 
spelling strategies.  

Parts of speech 
show lack of 
agreement. 
Frequent errors in 
mechanics. Little or 
no evidence of 
spelling strategies.  

Requirements Entire page neatly 
written for the 
required elements. 
Writing reflects 
effort and thought.  

Most of the page 
is written and 
meets the writing 
requirements 
chosen.  

More than 25% of 
the entire page is 
not written for the 
required elements. 
Writing is adequate 
to meet the 
assignment.  

Half or less of the 
entire page is 
written for the 
required elements. 
Writing lacks effort 
and thought.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


